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1. DR. BLOCH, LEBER’S PERSONAL ASSISTANT, PROVIDED AN 
EMBASSY OPPICER ON JULY 13 WITH SOME BACKGROUND COMMEN- 
TARY ON THE POINTS MADE BY DEPENSE MINISTER LEBER IN HIS 
JULY 11 "PRANKPURTER ALLGEMEINE" INTERVIEW (REPTEL). 

- AWACS POR THE AIRBUS: BLOCH SAID HE INTERPRETED 
LEBER'S COMMENT THAT THE AMERICANS MUST PURCHASE THE 
AIRBUS IF THE EUROPEANS ACCEPTED THE BOEING AS THE AWACS 
CARRIER AS AN INDICATION OP THE SERIOUSNESS WITH WHICH 
THE DEFENSE MINISTER VIEWED THE TWO-WAY STREET. WHEN 
EMBASSY OPPICER POINTED OUT THAT THE USG COULD NOT PORCE 
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AMERICAN COMMERCIAL CARRIERS TO BUY THE AIRBUS AND THAT 
THE U.S. HAD NO NATIONAL AIRLINE COMPARABLE TO 
LUPTHANSA, BLOCH SAID HE TOOK THE POINT AND THAT THE ERG 
CERTAINLY WOULD NOT CLOSE ITS EARS TO SUCH ARGUMENTATION 
SHOULD THE MINISTER PURSUE THE AWACS POR AIRBUS IDEA 
PURTHER. 
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- AWACS DEMONSTRATION IN FRG: BLOCK SAID THAT THE 
TIMING FOR SUCH A DEMONSTRATION DEPENDED UPON THE 
CHANCELLOR'S SCHEDULE. BLOCH'S GUESS WAS THAT OCTOBER 
SEEMED THE LIKELIEST POSSIBILITY. SINCE LEBER WILL BE 
LEAVING ON VACATION IN TWO DAYS AND WILL NOT RETURN TO 
BONN UNTIL THE END OE AUGUST, THE EARLIEST SUCH A 
DECISION CULD BE REACHED WOULD BE IN SEPTEMBER. EMBASSY 
OEFICER INDICATED THE U.S. WOULD AWAIT FURTHER ADVICE 
ON THIS MATTER EROM THE ERG. 

- NEW GERMAN DEPUTY TO SACEUR: BLOCH POINTED OUT 
THAT SINCE THE NEW DEPUTY POSITION MUST BE EUNDED 
NATIONALLY, THE FRG MUST FIST TAKE CARE OE THIS MATTER. 
EOLLOWING HIS RETURN EROM VACATION, LEBER 

WILL THEN DECIDE ON THE GENERAL TO FILL THE POSITION. 

BLOCH SAID IT WAS SURPRISING HOW MANY THREE-STAR 
BUNDESWEHR GENERALS CONSIDERED THEMSELVES ELIGIBLE EOR 
THE JOB. 
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